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be supplemented or complemented to
meet the conservation and manage-
ment goals for the area.

(6) There are commitments or pos-
sible commitments for partnerships op-
portunities such as cost sharing, office
space or exhibit space, vessel time, or
other collaborations to aid conserva-
tion or management programs for the
area.

(7) There is community-based support
for the nomination expressed by a
broad range of interests, such as: Indi-
viduals or locally-based groups (e.g.,
friends of group, chamber of com-
merce); local, tribal, state, or national
agencies; elected officials; or topic-
based stakeholder groups, at the local,
regional or national level (e.g., a local
chapter of an environmental organiza-
tion, a regionally-based fishing group,
a national-level recreation or tourism
organization, academia or science-
based group, or an industry associa-
tion).

(d) Following evaluation of a nomi-
nation against the national signifi-
cance criteria and management consid-
erations, the Director may place nomi-
nated areas in a publicly available in-
ventory for future consideration of des-
ignation as a national marine sanc-
tuary.

(e) A determination that a site is eli-
gible for national marine sanctuary
designation, by itself shall not subject
the site to any regulatory control
under the Act. Such controls may only
be imposed after designation.

§922.11 Selection of nominated areas
for national marine sanctuary des-
ignation.

(a) The Director may select a nomi-
nated area from the inventory for fu-
ture consideration as a national ma-
rine sanctuary.

(b) Selection of a nominated area
from the inventory shall begin the for-
mal sanctuary designation process. A
notice of intent to prepare a draft envi-
ronmental impact statement shall be
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER
and posted on the Office of National
Marine Sanctuaries Web site. Any des-
ignation process will follow the proce-
dures for designation and implementa-
tion set forth in section 304 of the Act.

§922.24

Subpart C—Designation of
National Marine Sanctuaries

§922.20 Standards and procedures for
designation.

In designating a National Marine
Sanctuary, the Secretary shall apply
the standards and procedures set forth
in section 303 and section 304 of the
Act.

§922.21 [Reserved]

§922.22 Development of designation
materials.

(a) In designating a National Marine
Sanctuary, the Secretary shall prepare
the designation materials described in
section 304 of the Act.

(b) If a proposed Sanctuary includes
waters within the exclusive economic
zone, the Secretary shall notify the ap-
propriate Regional Fishery Manage-
ment Council(s) which shall have one
hundred and twenty (120) days from the
date of such notification to make rec-
ommendations and, if appropriate, pre-
pare draft fishery regulations and to
submit them to the Secretary. In pre-
paring its recommendations and draft
regulations, the Council(s) shall use as
guidance the national standards of sec-
tion 301(a) of the Magnuson Act (16
U.S.C. 1851) to the extent that they are
consistent and compatible with the
goals and objectives of the proposed
Sanctuary designation. Fishery activi-
ties not proposed for regulation under
section 304(a)(5) of the Act may be list-
ed in the draft Sanctuary designation
document as potentially subject to reg-
ulation, without following the proce-
dures specified in section 304(a)(5) of
the Act. If the Secretary subsequently
determines that regulation of any such
fishery activity is necessary, then the
procedures specified in section 304(a)(b)
of the Act shall be followed.

§922.23 [Reserved]

§922.24 Congressional documents.

In designating a National Marine
Sanctuary, the Secretary shall prepare
and submit to Congress those docu-
ments described in section 304 of the
Act.
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